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N O T I C E   O F   P R E P A R A T I O N 
 

 
 
 

 
 
DATE:  August 11, 2014 
 
TO:   Responsible Agencies, Organizations and Interested Parties 
 
LEAD AGENCY: City of Placerville 
   Contact: Pierre Rivas 
   3101 Center St.  
   Placerville, CA 95667 
 
SUBJECT: Environmental Impact Report for the Clay Street Bridge 

Replacement and Realignment Project 
   
 
In discharging its duties under Section 15021 of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Guidelines, the City of Placerville (as Lead Agency) intends to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Report, consistent with Article 9 and Section 15161 of the CEQA 
Guidelines, for the Clay Street Bridge Replacement and Realignment Project.  In accordance 
with Section 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines, the City of Placerville has prepared this Notice of 
Preparation to provide Responsible Agencies and other interested parties with sufficient 
information describing the proposal and its potential environmental effects.   
 
The determination to prepare an Environmental Impact Report was made by the City of 
Placerville. An Initial Study has been prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15063, 
which identifies the anticipated environmental effects of the project. 
 
As specified by the CEQA Guidelines, the Notice of Preparation will be circulated for a 30-day 
review period. The City of Placerville welcomes public input during this review. A scoping 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 27th from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Placerville 
Town Hall, 549 Main St, Placerville, CA. In the event that no response or request for additional 
time is received by any Responsible Agency by the end of the review period, the Lead Agency 
may presume that the Responsible Agency has no response. 
 
Comments may be submitted in writing during the review period and addressed to: 
 

City of Placerville  
Attn.:  Pierre Rivas 
3101 Center Street 

Placerville, CA 95667 
 

The comment period closes on September 9, 2014. 
 





INITIAL STUDY 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 

1. Project title:  Clay Street Bridge Replacement and 
Realignment Project 

2. Lead agency name and address:   City of Placerville 
   3101 Center Street 

Placerville, CA 
95667 

 
3. Contact person and phone number:   Pierre Rivas, Development Services 
    Department 
    (530) 642-5569 

4. Project location: Intersection of Main Street and Cedar 
Ravine Street and the Clay Street Bridge in 
Placerville, California. 
(see Figures 1 and 2 for project vicinity and 
project location)  

5. Description of Project:  

The Clay Street Bridge Replacement and Realignment Project proposes to replace the Clay 
Street Bridge over Hangtown Creek, realign Clay Street with Cedar Ravine Road at Main Street, 
and improve the intersection of Main Street and Cedar Ravine Road. The project proposes the 
following improvements: 

• Replace the bridge over Hangtown Creek at Clay Street with a single-span cast-in-place 
conventionally reinforced slab bridge structure of 32 feet in length and approximately 46 
feet in width.   

• Realign Clay Street between US 50 and Main Street. 

• Reconstruct the intersection of Main Street, Cedar Ravine Road and Clay Street. 

The realignment and widening of Clay Street will result in a loss of parking within the Ivy House lot. 
The existing Clay Street alignment will be converted to parking, and the Ivy House lot will be split 
into two separate lots. The net loss of parking is approximately 34 spaces; however, the City has 
identified several locations that can be developed to mitigate and result in a no net loss of 
parking spaces. 

The intersection of Main Street and Cedar Ravine Road is currently a 3-way stop controlled 
intersection. Main Street is a two lane minor arterial that runs east-west and is frequently 
congested throughout the day. Cedar Ravine Road is a two lane minor arterial that runs north-
south and terminates at Main Street at the north end. Clay Street is a local two lane two way 
road (one lane at the bridge) that runs north from Main Street, serves residences north of US 50 
and crosses Hangtown Creek just south of US 50. The Clay Street bridge is approximately 32 feet 
long and 19 feet wide (17.5 feet clear), which is substandard, and is functionally obsolete. The 
City of Placerville adopted the Main Street Streetscape Design Development Plan (2005) which 
calls for reconstruction of the Main Street/Cedar Ravine intersection to include Clay Street. 
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Figure 1
Regional Vicinity
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Figure 2
Project Location
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INITIAL STUDY 

The proposed project is necessary to improve roadway safety, reduce congestion, and meet 
current and future traffic needs.  

Project Alternatives 

The project alternatives discussed below are preliminary and are subject to change during the 
project development process. The City is currently working with Caltrans and other stakeholders 
to develop reasonable alternatives that would meet the project purpose and need while 
minimizing impacts to the community and environment. 

Alternative 1 – Signalized Intersection 

Alternative 2 will realign Clay Street, bringing it into the intersection at Main Street and Cedar 
Ravine Road, and provide a traffic signal at the reconstructed intersection. The realignment of 
Clay Street will bisect the Ivy House parking lot. See Figure 3 for standard intersection design.  

Alternative 2 – All-Way Stop Intersection 

Alternative 3 will realign Clay Street, bringing it into the intersection at Main Street and Cedar 
Ravine Road, and provide an all-way stop at the reconstructed intersection. The realignment of 
Clay Street will bisect the Ivy House parking lot. See Figure 3 for standard intersection design. 

Alternative 3 – No Project Alternative 

Alternative 4 is the No Project Alternative. Under this alternative, the intersections at Cedar 
Ravine Road and Clay Street would remain the same as existing conditions. The Clay Street 
Bridge would not be replaced. The number of parking spaces would remain the same with 72 
spaces in the Ivy House parking lot. The No Project Alternative would not include any 
improvements to the project area other than routine maintenance of existing facilities and the 
potential for future upgrades to the existing bridge.  

6. Surrounding land uses and setting:  The project site is surrounded by commercial uses at the 
Main Street/Cedar Ravine Road intersection and Clay Street south of Hangtown Creek. 
Hangtown Creek flows beneath the Clay Street Bridge where the El Dorado Trail terminates. 
Areas zoned for single-family residential uses exist north of US 50 and adjacent to the 
commercial areas surrounding the project site. 
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Source: Quincy Engineering

Figure 3
Signal or All-Way Stop Build Alternative
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7. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or 
participation agreement.) 

• Caltrans (encroachment permit, NEPA clearance) 

• El Dorado County Community Development Agency (Advisory);  

• El Dorado County Air Quality Management District 

• El Dorado County Resource Conservation District (Advisory) 

• California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

• Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, as 
indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 

 Aesthetics  Agriculture and Forestry 
Resources  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources   Cultural Resources  Geology/Soils 

 Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions  Hazards & Hazardous 

Materials  Hydrology/Water Quality 

 Land Use/Planning  Mineral Resources  Noise 

 Population/Housing  Public Services  Recreation 

 Transportation/Traffic  Utilities/Service Systems  Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 
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DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency) 

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

 I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the 
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the 
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, 
and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 

I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or 
"potentially significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one 
effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to 
applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based 
on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

 

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed 
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable 
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed 
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 

  
Pierre Rivas, Development Services Department 

 

  
Date 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are 
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses 
following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced 
information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one 
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should be 
explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the 
project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific 
screening analysis). 

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-
site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as 
operational impacts. 

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then 
the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than 
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is 
appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one 
or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is 
required. 

4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the 
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant 
Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact."  The lead agency must describe the mitigation 
measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level 
(mitigation measures "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be cross-referenced). 

5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA 
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.  
Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following: 

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were 
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to 
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by 
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures 
Incorporated," describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined 
from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions 
for the project. 

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information 
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a 
previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to 
the page or pages where the statement is substantiated. 

7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or 
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 
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8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, 
lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a 
project's environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 

9) The explanation of each issue should identify: 

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

I. AESTHETICS.  Would the project:  

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic 
vista?     

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a 
state scenic highway?   

    

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare 
that would adversely affect day or nighttime 
views in the area? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a) Less than Significant Impact.  The City of Placerville General Plan Background Report (1989) 
identifies the historic buildings in downtown Placerville and Hangtown Creek as the primary 
scenic resources in the project area. The proposed project involves reconstruction of an 
existing intersection, realignment of an existing road, replacement of an existing bridge 
facility, none of which would significantly alter the views of downtown Placerville or 
Hangtown Creek. Although this impact is considered less than significant, further discussion 
will be included in the EIR. 

b) Less than Significant Impact.  The proposed project is located south of US 50, which is 
designated as a state scenic highway. The proposed project involves reconstruction of an 
existing intersection, realignment of an existing road, replacement of an existing bridge 
facility, none of which would significantly alter the views of downtown Placerville as seen 
from US 50. Views of downtown Placerville along the segment of US 50 of which the 
proposed project site is located are partially obstructed by a row of trees along the 
southern edge of the highway. 

c) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The proposed project would alter the 
existing visual character of the project area. The realignment of Clay Street and 
reconstruction of the Main Street, Cedar Ravine Road, and Clay Street intersection will 
require relocation of the Druid Monument to the northwest corner of Main Street and Clay 
Street. Mitigation is available to reduce this impact to a less than significant level. 

d) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The proposed project includes minor 
rearrangement of light fixtures to accommodate the reconstructed intersection, realigned 
roadway, and redesigned parking areas. Minor rearrangement of light fixtures will not 
significantly change the lighting of the project area; however, construction of the 
proposed project may include lighting that would temporarily affect day or nighttime 
views in the area. Mitigation will reduce this impact to a less than significant level. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No  
Impact 

II. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES. Would the project: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), 
as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of 
the California Resources Agency, to 
nonagricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural 
use, or a Williamson Act contract?     

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause 
rezoning of, forestland (as defined in Public 
Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland 
(as defined by Public Resources Code Section 
45260), or timberland zoned Timberland 
Production (as defined by Government Code 
Section 51104(g))? 

    

d) Result in the loss of forestland or conversion of 
forestland to non-forest use?     

e) Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their location or 
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, 
to nonagricultural use or conversion of 
forestland to non-forest use? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a) No Impact. The proposed project site is located in an area designated as Urban and 
Built-Up Land and does not include any Prime or Unique Farmland or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance as identified by the California Department of Conservation 
(California Department of Conservation, 2011). Additionally, the project site is not 
currently used for agricultural resources, and is not adjacent to existing agricultural 
operations. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would have no impact 
on agricultural resources. This issue will not be addressed further in the EIR. 

b) No Impact. Land surrounding the proposed project site is zoned Single-Family Residential 
and Commercial under the City of Placerville General Plan (1990). No Williamson Act 
contracts exist on the project site (California Department of Conservation, 2013). 
Furthermore, adjacent properties are not under a Williamson Act Contract. This issue will 
not be addressed further in the EIR.  

c) No Impact. The proposed project components will take place in areas zoned for 
commercial use. Although native tress exist in the project vicinity, the proposed project 
would not conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of forestland, timberland, or 
timberland zoned for Timberland Production. Therefore, this issue will not be addressed 
further in the EIR. 
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d) No Impact. There are no designated forestlands within the project site or surrounding 
area. As a result, the proposed project would not cause any loss of forestland or the 
conversion of forestland to non-forest use. Therefore, this issue will not be addressed 
further in the EIR. 

e)  No Impact. Refer to impacts a) through d). The proposed project does not involve any 
changes or alterations to the existing environment that could result in the conversion of 
Farmland to nonagricultural use or forestland to non-forest use, as no Farmland or 
forestland exists in the area surrounding the project site. Therefore, this issue will not be 
addressed further in the EIR. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 

III. AIR QUALITY.  Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality 
management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations. Would the project: 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan? 

    

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute 
substantially to an existing or projected air 
quality violation? 

    

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the 
project region is in non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing emissions that 
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? 

    

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 

    

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial 
number of people? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a-c) Potentially Significant Impact. The proposed project lies within the Mountain Counties Air 
Basin in western El Dorado County. The basin is in non-attainment for ozone (California Air 
Resources Board, 2010). Construction of the proposed project would include activities that 
could result in air quality impacts. Stationary and mobile construction equipment as well as 
employee and delivery vehicles could result in increases in ozone precursors, carbon 
monoxide (CO), and particulate emissions. Additional vehicle emissions could occur if 
construction activities increase traffic congestion.  

During project operation, existing traffic patterns would be altered, which could affect 
carbon monoxide levels in the project vicinity. However, alternatives 1 and 2 would 
improve traffic operations and congestion in the project area, which would reduce delays 
and vehicle idling times, and improving air quality through reduction of emissions. 

El Dorado County has established significance thresholds for air quality (El Dorado County 
Air Quality Management District, 2002). Emissions generated during construction and 
emissions from vehicles traveling through the project site during operation have the 
potential to exceed the significance thresholds established by the El Dorado County Air 
Quality Management District. This issue will be discussed further in the EIR. 

d) Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. The proposed project would 
result in short-term construction related air pollutant emissions, including particulate matter, 
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carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, methane, nitrogen oxides, and ozone precursors.  The 
proposed project is located within one-quarter mile of an elementary school and 
residential communities. Pollutant emissions resulting from the proposed project could 
potentially expose these sensitive receptors to pollutants; however, incorporation of 
mitigation measures will reduce this impact to less than significant. Therefore, this impact is 
considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated and will be discussed further in 
the EIR. 

e) Less than Significant Impact. Construction activities could temporarily create 
objectionable odors that could impact sensitive receptors in the project vicinity. Operation 
of the proposed project is not expected to emit objectionable odors. This impact is 
considered less than significant and will be discussed further in the EIR. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly 
or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special 
status species in local or regional plans, policies 
or regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies or 
regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands, as defined by Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited 
to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal wetlands, etc.), 
through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption or other means? 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any 
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 
species or with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, 
regional or state habitat conservation plan? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a) Potentially Significant Impact.  The project site is located within an area of El Dorado 
County that is known to have state and federally protected special-status species.  A 
Natural Environment Study (NES) is being prepared by Sycamore Environmental for 
proposed project. Preliminary findings of the NES indicate that the project will have no 
effect on federal-listed species or critical habitat. Species of special concern include, but 
are not limited to California red-legged frog, Foothill yellow-legged frog, Northwestern 
pond turtle, Pleasant Valley mariposa-lily, Red Hills soaproot, and Brandegee’s clarkia. A 
biological site assessment must be completed to determine if the project site contains 
suitable habitat for any state or federally listed species under existing conditions. 
Preparation of the EIR will include an evaluation of the existing biological habitat type at 
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the project site, and will address the potential for the proposed project to result in impacts 
to protected plant and animal species. These issues will be discussed further in the EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Please see discussion of issue a). The proposed project would 
replace the Clay Street Bridge over Hangtown Creek, a perennial creek which may 
support riparian habitat and other natural communities. The analysis in the EIR will include 
an evaluation of the potential for wetlands or other federally protected waters of the US 
within the project area that may be affected by implementation of the proposed project. 
Impact to these habitats would be considered potentially significant, and will be discussed 
further in the EIR. 

c) Potentially Significant Impact. Please see discussions of issues a) and b). The proposed Clay 
Street Bridge replacement over Hangtown Creek and Clay Street realignment would likely 
result in impacts to waters of the US. This impact is considered potentially significant, and 
will be discussed further in the EIR. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project consists of reconstruction of the Main 
Street/Cedar Ravine Road intersection, realignment of Clay Street, and replacement of 
the Clay Street Bridge over Hangtown Creek. The proposed project would not place any 
structures within these areas that would impede wildlife movement. Pre-construction 
surveys will be conducted for the proposed project for birds of prey and birds listed under 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. This impact is considered less than significant and will be 
discussed further in the EIR. 

e) No Impact. Although the City of Placerville has a tree preservation policy and ordinance in 
place, the ordinance would not apply to this project. The proposed project will be in 
compliance with local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. This issue will 
not be discussed further in the EIR. 

f) No Impact. El Dorado County’s Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan is a 
county-wide habitat conservation plan/natural community conservation plan. The project 
site is located within the Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan planning area; 
however this plan has not been adopted to date. Furthermore, the proposed project is 
located in a previously disturbed, urban, built-up area. As a result, no conflict with an 
adopted habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation plan will occur. This 
issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

 

City of Placerville Clay Street Bridge Replacement and Realignment Project  
August 2014 Initial Study 

-21- 



INITIAL STUDY 

 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource as defined in 
Section 15064.5? 

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to Section 15064.5? 

    

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geological feature? 

    

d) Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries?  

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a-d) Potentially Significant Impact. Archaeological and historic investigations for the Clay Street 
Bridge Replacement and Realignment Project were conducted by Tremaine & Associates 
in 2009. These investigations included a records search of the National Register of Historic 
Places, California Register of Historic Resources, California Department of Transportation 
Bridge Inventory, California State Historic Landmarks, California Inventory of Historic 
Resources, Points of Historical Interest, the US Geological Survey Placerville Sheet and 
Placerville Quadrangle; a sacred lands search conducted by the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC); and consultation with the Native American community (Tremaine & 
Associates 2009). These investigations identified the Druid Monument as a historic feature, 
but no prehistoric cultural resources were identified during the survey. Additionally, the 
investigations identified a high potential for the presence of subsurface historic period 
cultural materials within the project area. The Caltrans Historic Bridges Inventory Update for 
Concrete Arch Bridges (October 2004) identifies the bridge over Hangtown Creek at Clay 
Street as a bridge facility that does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National 
Register (Caltrans 2004). During construction, there is potential for unrecorded historical 
resources, archaeological resources, paleontological resources, and human remains to be 
discovered. These impacts would be considered potential significant, and will be discussed 
further in the EIR. 
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VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS.  Would the project: 

a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial 
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or 
death, involving: 

    

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault?  Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction?     

iv) Landslides?     

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil?     

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as a result 
of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-
site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse?  

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial risks to life or property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the 
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater 
disposal systems where sewers are not available for 
the disposal of wastewater? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 
 
a)  

i. Less than Significant Impact.  There are no known faults crossing through the 
project site or in the immediate vicinity of the project site.  The site is not located 
within an Alquist-Priolo earthquake hazard zone (California Department of 
Conservation, 2007). The City’s General Plan Background Report (1989) does not 
indicate any significant seismic hazards in the vicinity of the site.  Furthermore, the 
proposed project will not result in the development of habitable structures or 
other development that would typically cause an increase in population that 
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could be adversely affected by rupture of an earthquake fault. This impact will 
be discussed further in the EIR.   

ii. Less than Significant Impact.  The project area is considered to be an area of low 
risk for seismic ground shaking.  However, in California there is the risk that a 
seismic event could occur at anytime. The proposed project will not result in the 
development of habitable structures or other development that would typically 
cause an increase in population that could be adversely affected by seismic 
ground shaking. Furthermore, the proposed project would be designed in 
accordance with the requirements of the Uniform Building Code and the City of 
Placerville Standard Construction Specifications. As a result, the risk of adverse 
effects from ground shaking is minimal and is considered to be less than 
significant. This impact will not be discussed further in the EIR.   

iii. Less than Significant Impact.  Soils at the project site are classified as Placer 
diggings composed of alluvium derived from mixed sources as a result of more 
than 100 years of disturbance from urban development (Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, 2013).  A Preliminary Foundation Report prepared by Taber 
Consultants for the proposed project found that soils surrounding the Clay Street 
Bridge appear adequately stable and capable of providing support for the 
proposed bridge replacement. Furthermore, the proposed project will not result in 
the development of habitable structures or other development that would 
typically cause an increase in population that could be adversely affected by 
seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction. Therefore, the proposed 
development would have a less than significant impact related to soil stability, 
seismic-related ground failure, or liquefaction. This impact will be discussed further 
in the EIR.   

iv. Less than Significant Impact.  The project site is relatively flat, and does not 
include slopes greater than 20 percent.  Based on the topography of the project 
site and the surrounding area, the potential for landslides to occur on the project 
site is quite low.  This impact is considered less than significant and will be 
discussed further in the EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact.  Construction of the proposed project may result in 
temporary increases in soil erosion. The proposed project will require a construction-related 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), consistent with section 402 of the Clean 
Water Act. Construction activities will include implementation of Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) for stormwater runoff identified in the SWPPP. The potential for soil erosion 
resulting from the proposed project is considered a potentially significant impact, and will 
be discussed further in the EIR. 

c) Less than Significant Impact.  As discussed in a) iii, the proposed project site is underlain by 
soils classified as Placer diggings composed of alluvium derived from mixed sources as a 
result of more than 100 years of disturbance from urban development. Soils surrounding the 
Clay Street Bridge have been identified as adequately stable and capable of providing 
support for the proposed bridge replacement. The topography of the site is relatively flat, 
and it is unlikely any hazards associated with landslides, lateral-spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction, or collapse would occur. This impact is considered less than significant. This 
issue will be discussed further in the EIR. 
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d) Less than Significant Impact.  Generally, soils in western El Dorado County have a low to 
moderate shrink-swell potential. According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
the project site is underlain by soils classified as Placer diggings composed of alluvium 
derived from mixed sources due to more than 100 years of disturbance from urban 
development. This impact is considered less than significant, and will be discussed further in 
the EIR. 

e) No Impact.  The proposed project would include reconstruction of the Main Street/Cedar 
Ravine Road intersection, realignment of Clay Street, and replacement of the Clay Street 
Bridge. The proposed project would not include features that would require the use of a 
septic system or other alternative wastewater system. This issue will not be discussed further 
in the EIR. 
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No 
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VII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. Would the project: 

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the 
environment? 

    

b) Conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or 
regulation of an agency adopted for the purpose of 
reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would generate construction-related 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, which could adversely affect global climate. During 
construction, GHGs would be emitted through operation of construction related 
equipment and from worker and vendor vehicles, each of which typically uses fossil-based 
fuels to operate. The combustion of fossil-based fuels creates GHGs such as carbon dioxide 
(CO2), methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide (N2O). Methane is also emitted during the fueling 
of heavy equipment. GHG emissions associated with the project would occur over the 
short term from construction activities, consisting primarily of emissions from equipment 
exhaust. However, the proposed project will not include the provision of new permanent 
stationary or mobile sources of emissions. Therefore, the proposed project will not generate 
quantifiable GHG emissions from project operations. This impact is considered less than 
significant; however, the EIR will include a more detailed discussion of GHG emissions and 
climate change. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. The City of Placerville is subject to compliance with the Global 
Warming Solutions Act (Assembly Bill 32), which calls for a reduction in GHG emissions. The 
proposed project would reconstruct the intersection of Main Street and Cedar Ravine 
Road, realign Clay Street, and replace the Clay Street Bridge over Hangtown Creek. The 
proposed project is not expected to conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or regulation 
of an agency adopted for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions. This will be discussed 
further in the EIR. 
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VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable 
upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
acutely hazardous materials, substances or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed 
school? 

    

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code §65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use 
plan area or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or a 
public use airport, would the project result in a 
safety hazard for people residing or working in 
the project area? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project result in a safety hazard 
for people residing or working in the project area? 

    

g) Impair implementation of, or physically interfere 
with, an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

    

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are adjacent to 
urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands?  

    

Discussion of Impacts 
 
a) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not include the routine 

transportation, use, or disposal of hazardous materials that could create a significant 
hazard to the public. Small amounts of hazardous materials (such as oil, fuel, and solvents) 
would be used during construction activities for minor equipment maintenance. All 
equipment fueling and major maintenance activities will be performed off-site. Any use of 
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hazardous materials would be in compliance with all applicable local, state, and federal 
standards associated with the handling of hazardous materials. This impact is considered 
less than significant, and will be discussed further in the EIR.  

b) Less than Significant Impact.  Once construction of the proposed project is finished, the 
project would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment. No 
refueling or major maintenance of construction equipment will be performed at the 
project site. The use and handling of hazardous materials during construction activities 
would occur in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws, including 
California Occupational Health and Safety Administration (Cal/OSHA) requirements. These 
actions would minimize the potential and extent of any minor spill, and impacts would be 
less than significant. This issue will be discussed further in the EIR. 

c) Less than Significant Impact.  The project site is located within one-quarter mile of Sierra 
Elementary School. As discussed in a) and b) above, the project is not anticipated to result 
in the accidental release or routine use or transport of hazardous materials. Therefore, this 
impact is considered less than significant. This issue will be discussed further in the EIR. 

d) Less than Significant Impact.  The site is not located on a site that is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 
(California Department of Toxic Substances Control, 2007). Additionally, there are no 
known historical uses of the project site that would indicate the potential for a previously 
undiscovered hazard, such as buried fuel tanks or contamination from industrial operations.  
This impact is considered less than significant and will be further discussed in the EIR. 

 
e) No Impact.  Although the proposed project site is located within two miles of a public use 

airport (Placerville Airport), the site is located outside the Airport Safety Zones as shown on 
the El Dorado County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (April 2013).  Therefore, the 
project would not result in any safety hazards to those working in the project area during 
construction.  No impact is anticipated and this issue will not be discussed further in the EIR.  

 
f) No Impact.  The project site is not within the vicinity of a private airstrip, and therefore 

would not result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area.  No 
impact is anticipated and no further analysis of this issue is required in the EIR. 

 
g) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. During construction, there may be 

temporary impacts to emergency services due to lane closures or other construction 
activities. All construction activities would be coordinated with the El Dorado County Fire 
Protection District and the City of Placerville Police Department to ensure that emergency 
service would be maintained. This impact would be less than significant with mitigation 
incorporated, and this issue will be discussed further in the EIR. 

h) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project is located in an urbanized area 
adjacent to areas covered by clusters of various types of trees and vegetation. The 
proposed project consists of the reconstruction of the Main Street/Cedar Ravine Road 
intersection, realignment of Clay Street, and replacement of the Clay Street Bridge and will 
not result in new development which would induce population growth in the area. 
Emergency access will be maintained throughout construction and in the event of a fire, 
the El Dorado County Fire Protection District would provide fire and emergency services to 
the project area. This impact is considered less than significant, and will be discussed 
further in the EIR. 
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IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.  Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements?     

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer 
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table 
level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing 
nearby wells would drop to a level which would 
not support existing land uses or planned uses for 
which permits have been granted)? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river, in a manner which 
would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or 
off-site? 

    

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river, or substantially 
increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner that would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

    

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would 
exceed the capacity of existing or planned storm 
water drainage systems or provide substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff? 

    

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?     

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area 
as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or 
Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard 
delineation map? 

    

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures 
that would impede or redirect flood flows?     

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including 
flooding as a result of a failure of a levee or dam? 

    

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami or mudflow?      

Discussion of Impacts 
 
a) Potentially Significant Impact.   Construction-related activities could expose soil to erosion 

during storm events, causing degradation of water quality. Construction of the proposed 

City of Placerville Clay Street Bridge Replacement and Realignment Project  
August 2014 Initial Study 

-29- 



INITIAL STUDY 

bridge replacement could also impact Hangtown Creek. These impacts are considered 
potentially significant and will be discussed further in the EIR. 

b) No Impact. The proposed project would not create the need for water supply other than 
temporary construction-related water needs. Therefore, there would be no impact and this 
issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

 
c) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Measures Incorporated. Reconstruction of the 

Main Street/Cedar Ravine Road intersection and the realignment of Clay Street are not 
expected to significantly alter drainage patterns in the project area. Construction for the 
Clay Street Bridge replacement may result in erosion into Hangtown Creek without erosion 
control measures in place. Therefore, the proposed project will require a construction-
related Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), consistent with section 402 of the 
Clean Water Act. Construction activities will include implementation of Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) for stormwater runoff identified in the SWPPP. This impact is considered less 
than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures and will be discussed further in 
the EIR. 

 
d) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Measures Incorporated. Please see the 

discussion in c). This would be considered a less than significant impact with the 
incorporation of mitigation measures and will be discussed further in the EIR. 

 
e) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Measures Incorporated. Please see the 

discussion in c). The increase of impervious surfaces primarily from an increased bridge 
width and increased width to Clay Street is insignificant. This impact will be discussed further 
in the EIR. 

 
f) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Measures Incorporated. The increase in 

impervious surfaces due to a wider Clay Street Bridge and realignment of Clay Street would 
be minimal. Vehicles traveling through the project site could introduce pollutants that would 
impact water quality. This impact is considered less than significant with the incorporation of 
mitigation measures and will be discussed further in the EIR. 

 
g) No Impact. The project site is partially located within a 100-year flood zone.  However, the 

proposed project will not result in the development of habitable structures or other 
development that would typically cause an increase in population that could be 
adversely affected. This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

h) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project is partially located within a 100-year 
flood zone. The project components are not anticipated to impede or redirect flood flows. 
This impact is considered less than significant and will be discussed further in the EIR.  

i) No Impact. The proposed project is not located within the vicinity of a levee or dam and 
does not include the development of habitable structures or other development that 
would typically cause an increase in population that would be exposed to dangers 
involving flooding. This impact will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

 

j) No Impact.  The project site is not located near the Pacific Ocean, nor is it near a large 
body of water or an area that would be affected by a seiche, tsunami, or mudflow. 
Implementation of the proposed project would result in no impact. This issue will not be 
discussed further in the EIR.  
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X. LAND USE AND PLANNING.  Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community?     

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy or 
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the 
project (including, but not limited to, the general 
plan, specific plan, local coastal program or zoning 
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

    

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation 
plan or natural community conservation plan?     

Discussion of Impacts 
 
a) No Impact.  The proposed project involves the reconstruction of the Main Street/Cedar 

Ravine Road intersection, realignment of Clay Street, and replacement of the Clay Street 
Bridge over Hangtown Creek. The proposed project would not divide an established 
community.  This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR.   

 
b) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not conflict with any applicable 

land use plans, policies, or regulations of an agency with jurisdiction over the project. The 
City is prepared to mitigate loss of parking spaces resulting from the proposed project and 
has identified several locations that can be developed for no net loss of parking. The City 
of Placerville adopted the Main Street Streetscape Design Development Plan (2005) which 
calls for reconstruction of the Main Street/Cedar Ravine intersection to include Clay Street. 
This impact is less than significant and will be discussed further in the EIR. 

c) No Impact. El Dorado County’s Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan is a 
county-wide habitat conservation plan/natural community conservation plan. The project 
site is located within the Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan planning area; 
however this plan has not been adopted to date. As a result no conflict with an adopted 
habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation plan will occur. This issue will 
not be discussed further in the EIR.  
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XI. MINERAL RESOURCES.  Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important 
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?  

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a-b) No Impact. The project site is located in an urban, built-up area, which is not identified as 
having any mineral resources or significant deposits of a quality worth retaining. Therefore, 
development of the area would not impact any valued mineral resource in the region or 
locally important mineral resource.  This impact will not be discussed further in the EIR.   
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XII. NOISE.  Would the project result in: 

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels 
in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance or of applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

    

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise 
levels? 

    

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing 
without the project? 

    

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the project? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use 
plan area or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or a 
public use airport, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels?  

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a) Potentially Significant Impact.  The proposed project involves reconstruction of the Main 
Street/Cedar Ravine Road intersection, realignment of Clay Street, and replacement of 
the Clay Street Bridge over Hangtown Creek. Commercial land uses surround the project 
site and residential land uses exist within one-quarter mile of the project site. Construction 
of the proposed project could increase noise levels in the area, limited to the times of 
construction. This impact would be considered potentially significant and this issue will be 
discussed further in the EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact.  Please see discussion a) above. The construction activities 
may result in a temporary increase in groundborne vibration or noise in the project area. 
This is considered a potentially significant impact. Therefore, this impact will be further 
addressed in the EIR.   

c) Less than Significant Impact.  The proposed project is not anticipated to increase the 
permanent ambient noise levels during operation as it involves the reconstruction of an 
existing intersection, realignment of an existing road, and replacement of an existing 
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bridge facility.  The realignment of roadways will shift traffic closer to some land uses. This 
impact is considered less than significant and will be discussed further in the EIR. 

d) Potentially Significant Impact. A temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels is 
likely to occur during the construction phase of the proposed project.  This is considered a 
potentially significant impact.  Therefore, this impact will be addressed in the EIR. 

e) No Impact.  The proposed project will not result in the development of habitable structures 
or other development that would typically cause an increase in population that could be 
adversely affected. The proposed project will not subject people to excessive noise 
caused by an airport. There would be no impact, and this issue will not be discussed further 
in the EIR. 

 
f) No Impact.  The project site is not within the vicinity of a private airstrip, and therefore 

would not result in adverse noise levels to people residing or working in the project area.  
No impact is anticipated and no further analysis of this issue is required in the EIR. 
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XIII. POPULATION AND HOUSING.  Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, 
either directly (e.g., by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (e.g., through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

    

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a) No Impact. The proposed project does not include the construction of new homes or 
businesses, nor does it include the construction of new roadways which could induce 
growth. Given that the proposed project involves reconstruction of an existing intersection, 
realignment of an existing road, and replacement of an existing bridge facility, the project 
is not anticipated to induce growth.  Therefore, this impact will not be discussed further in 
the EIR.   

b) No Impact. No residential structures would be displaced as a result of the proposed project 
as the project involves reconstruction of an existing intersection, and realignment of an 
existing road.  This impact will not be readdressed in the EIR. 

c) No Impact. See Response b) above.  No impacts are expected and this impact will not be 
readdressed in the EIR.   
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XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES.  Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with 
the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in 
order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of 
the following public services: 

a) Fire protection?     

b) Police protection?     

c) Schools?     

d) Parks?     

e) Other public facilities?      

Discussion of Impacts 

a-b) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would reconstruct the Main 
Street/Cedar Ravine Road intersection, realign Clay Street, and replace the bridge over 
Hangtown Creek at Clay Street. The proposed project would not include residential or 
commercial components that would increase human presence in the area. During 
construction, there may be temporary impacts to emergency services due to lane closures 
or other construction activities. All construction activities would be coordinated with the El 
Dorado County Fire Protection District and the City of Placerville Police Department to 
ensure that emergency service would be maintained. Impacts to fire and police 
protection services would be less than significant and will be discussed further in the EIR. 

c-d) No Impact. The proposed project does not include new development for habitation nor 
does it include development of new businesses. Therefore the proposed project would not 
induce population growth and furthermore, does not include any components that would 
result in an increased demand for schools or parks. Establishment of additional schools and 
park facilities to maintain acceptable service ratios for the public would not be necessary. 
Therefore, this issue will not be further addressed in the EIR.   

e) Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The proposed project involves the 
realignment of Clay Street between US 50 and Main Street, which will result in a loss of 
parking within the Ivy House parking lot. The existing Clay Street alignment will be 
converted to parking, and the Ivy House parking lot will be split into two separate lots, with 
a net loss of parking of approximately 30 spaces. The proposed relocation for the Druid 
monument at the northwest corner of the reconstructed intersection at Clay Street and 
Main Street may further reduce the number of parking spaces in the Ivy House parking lt. 
The City of Placerville has identified various locations that can be developed to mitigate 
loss of parking and result in a no net loss of parking. Mitigation will reduce impacts to 
parking to a less than significant level. This issue will be discussed further in the EIR.  
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XV. RECREATION.   

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational facilities, or 
require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities, which might have an 
adverse physical effect on the environment? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 
 
a) No Impact.  The project does not include a residential or commercial component that 

would increase demand for parks or recreation services or facilities. Therefore, there would 
be no need for additional facilities to maintain acceptable service ratios for parks and 
recreation services. This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

b) No Impact.  The proposed project involves the reconstruction of the Main Street/Cedar 
Ravine Road intersection, realignment of Clay Street, and replacement of the Clay Street 
Bridge over Hangtown Creek.  This project does not involve any expansion of recreational 
facilities. This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR.     
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XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC.  Would the project: 

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or 
policy establishing measures of effectiveness for 
the performance of the circulation system, taking 
into account all modes of transportation including 
mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant 
components of the circulation system, including 
but not limited to intersections, streets, highways 
and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths and 
mass transit? 

    

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion 
management program, including, but not limited 
to level of service standards established by the 
county congestion management agency for 
designated roads or highways? 

    

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in 
location that results in substantial safety risks? 

    

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

    

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs 
regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian 
facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or 
safety of such facilities? 

    

      

Discussion of Impacts 

a) Less than Significant Impact.  The proposed project consists of reconstruction of an existing 
intersection, realignment of an existing roadway, and replacement of an existing bridge 
facility. The proposed project is anticipated to improve congestion within the project 
vicinity and would not conflict with any plan or program establishing measures of 
effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system or other standards established 
by the EL Dorado County Transportation Commission. During construction, there may be 
temporary impacts due to lane closures or other construction activities. Impacts are 
considered less than significant. This issue will be discussed further in the EIR. 

b) No Impact.  The proposed project would improve traffic operations and reduce 
congestion in the project area with the realignment of Clay Street and reconstruction of 
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the intersection of Cedar Ravine Road, Clay Street, and Main Street. Funding for design 
and construction of the proposed project has been programmed from multiple federal, 
state, and local sources including El Dorado County Transportation Commission. The 
proposed project will not conflict with an applicable congestion management program. 
This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

c) No Impact. This proposed project is located within two miles of Placerville Airport; however, 
project components are limited to public transportation facilities, which will not result in a 
change in air traffic levels. The proposed project would have no impact. This issue will not 
be discussed further in the EIR. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. The City of Placerville adopted the Main Street Streetscape 
Design Development Plan (2005) which calls for reconfiguration of the Main Street/Cedar 
Ravine Road intersection to include Clay Street. The proposed project does not include 
any design features that would be anticipated to increase hazards in the project area, nor 
does the proposed project include any incompatible uses. Furthermore, the proposed 
project would replace the bridge over Hangtown Creek at Clay Street, which is currently 
considered functionally obsolete. Impacts are considered less than significant and will be 
discussed further in the EIR. 

e) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project involves the reconstruction of an 
existing intersection, realignment of an existing roadway, and the replacement of an 
existing bridge facility. During construction, there may be temporary impacts to 
emergency services due to lane closures or other construction activities. All construction 
activities would be coordinated with the El Dorado County Fire Protection District and the 
City of Placerville Police Department to ensure that emergency service would be 
maintained. This impact will be discussed further in the EIR. 

f) Less than Significant Impact.  The City of Placerville Non-Motorized Transportation Plan 
(NMTP), adopted in 2005 and updated in 2010, sets forth goals, policies, strategies, and 
proposed improvements to existing facilities to address non-motorized transportation issues 
in the City. Map 4 in the NMTP identifies proposed Class III bike routes on Main Street, 
Cedar Ravine Road, and Clay Street. Although the proposed project does not include 
Class III bike routes along Main Street, Cedar Ravine Road, and Clay Street within the 
project area, the project would not prevent the establishment of Class III routes in the 
future. The City of Placerville Pedestrian Circulation Plan, adopted in 2007, expanded the 
sidewalk inventory of the NMTP. Within the project area, the Pedestrian Circulation Plan 
proposes new sidewalks along the east side of Cedar Ravine Road between Main Street 
and Thompson Way (City of Placerville 2007). The proposed project would not preclude 
the construction of the proposed sidewalks within the Pedestrian Circulation Plan. Impacts 
would be considered less than significant. This issue will be discussed further in the EIR. 
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XVII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.  Would the project: 

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board?     

b) Require or result in the construction of new water 
or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

    

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the project from existing entitlements and 
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements 
needed? 

    

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider that serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand, in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

    

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste 
disposal needs? 

    

g) Comply with federal, state and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste?     

Discussion of Impacts 

a) No Impact. The proposed project consists of reconstruction of an existing intersection, 
realignment of an existing roadway, and replacement of an existing bridge facility, and 
would not result in the need for wastewater treatment. Therefore, the project would not 
exceed any wastewater treatment requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board. This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

b) No Impact. The proposed project will result in the placement of a new sewer line from the 
manhole on Main Street to a manhole on the south side of the creek near the northeast 
corner of the Ivy House parking lot. However, the proposed project would not require or 
result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities. This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 
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c) No Impact. Within the Hangtown Creek channel, a storm water drainage facility crosses 

under the Clay Street Bridge. The proposed project would not result in the construction of 
new storm water drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities. This issue will not be 
discussed further in the EIR. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. Project water demand is limited to temporary construction 
needs and landscaping irrigation needs. These water requirements are not expected to 
result in the need for expanded entitlements, and the impact would be considered less 
than significant. This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

e) No Impact. The proposed project will result in the placement of a new sewer line from the 
manhole on Main Street to a manhole on the south side of the creek near the northeast 
corner of the Ivy House parking lot. However, the proposed project would not require or 
result in the construction of wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities. 
This issue will not be further discussed in the EIR. 

f) Less than Significant Impact. Solid waste generation would be limited to construction 
debris. The proposed project involves the reconstruction of the Main Street/Cedar Ravine 
Road intersection, realignment of Clay Street, and replacement of the Clay Street Bridge. 
The amount of waste material generated during construction of the proposed project is 
not anticipated to exceed the available landfill capacity, and impacts would be less than 
significant. This issue will not be discussed further in the EIR. 

g) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project involves the reconstruction of the Main 
Street/Cedar Ravine Road intersection, realignment of Clay Street, and replacement of 
the Clay Street Bridge. Solid waste generation would be limited to construction debris and 
would be transferred to a landfill or other disposal center as required by local, state, and 
federal law. This impact would be less than significant, and this issue will not be discussed 
further in the EIR. 
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XVIII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce 
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish 
or wild-life population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, reduce the number or restrict 
the range of rare or endangered plants or animals, 
or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
"Cumulatively considerable" means that the 
incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current projects, and 
the effects of probable future projects. 

    

c) Does the project have environmental effects that 
will cause substantial adverse effects on human 
beings, either directly or indirectly? 

    

Discussion of Impacts 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. Implementation of the project could result in adverse 
impacts to plant and animal habitats, endangered species, and prehistoric resources. A 
detailed analysis of these potentially significant impacts will be included and discussed in 
the EIR. 

b)  Potentially Significant Impact.  The proposed project, along with other planned, proposed 
or approved projects may result in adverse cumulative impacts. An analysis will be 
included in the EIR discussing the project’s cumulative contribution to environmental 
impacts in El Dorado County and the City of Placerville. 

c) Potentially Significant Impact. The EIR for the project will identify and analyze all potentially 
adverse environmental impacts resulting from project implementation. Additionally, the EIR 
will identify appropriate mitigation to reduce substantial impacts to less than significant 
levels where feasible. 
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Reyna Schenck

From: Kelly Jackson

Sent: Monday, March 09, 2015 10:21 AM

To: Reyna Schenck

Subject: FW: Clay Street Realignment Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

 

 

Kelly Jackson 

NEPA Coordinator | Transportation Planning Services 

PMC | 2729 Prospect Park Drive Suite 220, Rancho Cordova CA 95670 

(916) 517-4404 (direct) | (916) 549-6516 (cell) 

 

From: Pierre Rivas [mailto:privas@cityofplacerville.org]  

Sent: Wednesday, February 11, 2015 2:43 PM 
To: Kelly Jackson 

Subject: Fwd: Clay Street Realignment Project 

 
Kelly:   FYI.   -Pierre 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lynne Hunter <lhunter@cityofplacerville.org> 
Date: Fri, Jan 23, 2015 at 1:37 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Clay Street Realignment Project 
To: Pierre Rivas <privas@cityofplacerville.org> 

 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Beverley Pierce <dpierce@innercite.com> 
Date: Fri, Jan 23, 2015 at 1:25 PM 
Subject: Re: Clay Street Realignment Project 
To: Lynne Hunter <lhunter@cityofplacerville.org> 

Dear Ms Hunter; 
I would like to comment on Agenda Item 12.2 for the 12/27/15 City Council Meeting, and I hope you can 
provide these comments to both the Council and to Mr. Rivas.  I am resending my letter of 9/9/14 previously 
sent to Mr. Rivas about the NOP as I feel those comments are still germane. 
 
With regards to the Clay Street Realignment, I feel that the list of alternatives has not been sufficiently 
considered.  The justification for construction of this project has not been demonstrated, and  I feel that much 
more minimally invasive alternatives should be considered- specifically a historically compatible bridge in the 
current location with turn restrictions to minimize traffic delays. 
 
It seems premature to let the design contract before proper consideration of alternatives and the EIR. 
 
Sincerely yours 
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Dale R Pierce, DDS 
3171 Washington St. 
Placerville, CA 95667 
 

 
On Tue, Sep 9, 2014 at 1:44 PM, Dale Pierce <dpierce@innercite.com> wrote: 
City of Placerville 
Mr. Pierre Rivas 
Development Services 
3101 Center Street 
Placerville, CA 95667 
 
September 9, 2014 
 
Re:  Clay Street Realignment Project NOP. 
 
I have comments regarding the Clay Street Realignment Project EIR; 
 
1) The list of alternatives has been restricted needlessly.  A member of the public pointed out at 
the Scoping meeting that the bridge could be replaced with a historically compatible and 
functional bridge of only slightly greater size without requiring the complete destruction of the 
area.  Making it a right-in, right-out only intersection would alleviate the traffic issues on Clay 
Street.  This option should be considered for the project. 
 
2.  I point out again that the project lacks adequate traffic studies, and that the City has failed to 
consider and include documents that apply to this project, including; 
a.  September 18, 2008 Memorandum from Randy Pesses to John Driscoll.  Subject:  Traffic 
Impact Mitigation Fee Program Presentation. 
b.  March 11, 2008 Traffic Impact Analysis for Marshall Medical Center Expansion, prepared by 
KDAnderson & Associates. 
 
Members of the City Council also are members of the Marshall Board and have access to these 
documents and the planning they reference. 
 
3.  Specifically, I point out that the traffic studies referenced in the public Scoping Meeting are 
too restricted in area to evaluate impacts thru this project or in adjacent areas affected by the 
project.  There has been no consideration of the volume of traffic from upper Clay Street that 
currently exits that area thru Mosquito Road, nor is there information about the Cedar 
Ravine/Pacific Street intersection. 
 
4.  The expansion plans for Marshall Hospital and additional growth in the Clay Street area are 
significant impacts on Placerville and the growth inducing potential of this project should be 
considered. 
 
5.  The immediately adjacent Historic areas have been identified as deserving of Preservation 
and the construction and traffic impacts on those areas deserves consideration 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment 
 
 
Dale R Pierce DDS 
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3171 Washington St 
Placerville, CA 95667 
 
 
 
 
--  
Lynne M. Hunter, Administrative Secretary 
City of Placerville Development Services Department 
Planning 530.642.5252 - Building 530.642.5240 - Engineering 530.642-5250 - fx. 
530.295.2510 
City Website : www.CityofPlacerville.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

 
Dale R. Pierce 
Inter-County Properties Co. 
dpierce@innercite.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
--  
Lynne M. Hunter, Administrative Secretary 
City of Placerville Development Services Department 
Planning 530.642.5252 - Building 530.642.5240 - Engineering 530.642-5250 - fx. 530.295.2510 
City Website : www.CityofPlacerville.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Friday 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
--  
Pierre Rivas, Director 
Development Services Department 
City of Placerville 
(530) 642-5569 
privas@cityofplacerville.org 



TABLE A-1 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS ON NOP 

A-1 

 

Topic Area and Comments Where Addressed in Draft EIR 

Project Description 

Need for project and project objectives should be clearly defined See Section 2.0, Project Description. 

Culvert replacement should be described and evaluated See Section 2.0, Project Description, for all 

related project-proposed improvements. 

The portion of the Cedar Ravine drainage 

culvert between Main Street and the 

existing bridge is expected to be affected 

by the Clay Street realignment and parking 

lot reconstruction, and modification of the 

culvert may be required. 

Should state there is federal funding and requires NEPA compliance The National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) is being addressed under a separate 

environmental review process. However, 

technical studies prepared for NEPA 

compliance are used in this Draft EIR. 

Design and renderings needed so public can have opportunity to review See Section 2.0, Project Description, for all 

related project-proposed improvements as 

well as the current conceptual renderings 

of the project based on the current design 

details. 

Parking lot should have shade and landscaping  Details on the landscaping and shading 

will be provided as part of the final design. 

Replacement parking locations should be identified See Section 2.0, Project Description, for all 

related project-proposed improvements 

and proposed parking adjustments. 

Aesthetics 

Loss of “small town” feel and character See Section 4.1, Aesthetics, for analysis of 

project visual resources impacts. 
Realigned intersection will be out of scale with surroundings  

Negative impact on visual character 

Compatibility of new bridge with historic downtown area; new bridge 

would not be “historic-looking” 

Druid Monument is important element of visual character  

Impacts related to loss of the overlook, trees and shrubs, bridge, and 

views from Highway 50 should be evaluated, and requires mitigation 

Cork oak and stone landscape planter are important visual elements and 

loss should be mitigated 

Tree planting plan inadequate because replacement trees will take a 

long time to mature and this will affect views and character 

Scenic vistas will be affected 

Loss of the park on Hangtown Creek is significant because it would 

remove the viewing area 

See Section 4.1, Aesthetics, which 

evaluates potential impacts related to 

views. 
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS ON NOP 

A-2 

 

Topic Area and Comments Where Addressed in Draft EIR 

Air Quality 

Emissions from idling would increase See Section 4.2, Air Quality, for analysis of 

project air quality impacts. 
Project would shift where emissions occur 

How will project improve air quality? 

Biological Resources 

Cork oak in the stone planter and redwood tree near the bridge should 

be preserved 

See Section 4.1, Aesthetics, and Section 

4.3, Biological Resources, for analysis of 

the project’s impacts on trees. 

Creek setbacks are needed See Section 4.3, Biological Resources, for 

analysis of project impacts on Hangtown 

Creek. 
Hangtown Creek should be protected 

Cultural Resources 

Loss of historic character See Section 4.4, Cultural Resources, for 

impacts on historic resources in the project 

area.  
Historical significance of Clay Street Bridge, retaining wall, Druid 

Monument, and Main Street requires evaluation 

Rock wall around planter is historic and its loss should be mitigated 

EIR should look at construction impacts on adjacent historic structures 

Records search should be performed and an archaeological survey 

conducted, if determined to be necessary; Native American resources 

should be determined and mitigation to protect resources identified 

Additional plaques should be placed around Druid Monument 

Project will bisect historic areas of city 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 

Project will have GHG emissions See Section 4.5, Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions, for an analysis of GHG 

emissions associated with the project. 

Growth Inducement 

Project will increase potential for development north of US 50 and 

vacant parcels downtown result in associated environmental impacts 

that should be studied 

See Section 5.0, Other CEQA 

Considerations, for an analysis of growth 

inducement associated with project 

improvements. 

Hazardous Materials 

Contamination from underground fuel tank at parking lot See Section 4.6, Hazards and Hazardous 

Materials, for an analysis of potential 

contamination issues in the project area 

(including underground storage tanks). 

Hydrology (Flooding) 

Analysis should evaluate flood problems elsewhere in Hangtown and 

Cedar Ravine creek watersheds 

See Section 4.7, Hydrology and Water 

Quality, for an analysis of flooding impacts 

associated with the project. 

High clearance bridge is needed to protect from flooding and guard rails 

to prevent vehicles from plunging into creek during extreme conditions 

As described in Section 2.0, Project 

Description, the proposed replacement of 

the bridge structure would improve the 
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS ON NOP 
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Topic Area and Comments Where Addressed in Draft EIR 

operation and safety of the bridge and 

would include railings. 

Land Use 

Effect on Farmers Market should be studied See Section 4.8, Land Use, for an analysis 

of impacts to the Farmers Market and 

businesses in the project area. 
Construction would have negative effects on business and access 

Loss of parking will negatively affect businesses 

Urban decay needs to be evaluated, businesses will lose money 

Consistency with Main Street Streetscape Design Development Plan and 

Placerville General Plan should be evaluated 

See Section 4.8, Land Use, for an analysis 

of project consistency with all applicable 

plans. 
Compatibility with General Plan Community Design Element 

Project will divide bike trail, creek, and downtown See Section 4.8, Land Use, for an analysis 

of potential physical division of the 

community by the project. 

Noise 

Additional traffic will increase noise  See Section 4.9, Noise, for an analysis 

traffic noise impacts from the project. 

Traffic and Parking 

Will increase traffic flow and cause future impacts See Section 4.10, Transportation and 

Circulation, for analysis of traffic impacts, 

including impacts to other intersections in 

the project area as well as cumulative 

traffic impact analysis.   

Traffic counts should be done on weekend when US 50 is backed up 

Traffic peak-hour counts should account for when school is open and 

shift change at the hospital 

Traffic study should include other intersections not just Clay Street and 

also cumulative impacts with other projects 

Project will increase cut-through traffic in neighborhood north of US 50 

when US 50 is congested 

How will project improve congestion? 

Traffic study is needed to justify proposed improvements See Section 4.10, Transportation and 

Circulation, for the analysis of traffic 

impacts that is based on a traffic study.   

Relocation of Druid Monument could improve intersection safety and 

easier to see 

See Section 4.10, Transportation and 

Circulation, for the analysis of traffic 

impacts, including safety impacts.   
Improved traffic flows will increase speeds and potential for accidents 

Realigned intersection will cause more collisions 

Left turn from Clay onto Main is dangerous and project would help 

alleviate hazards 

Traffic calming measures should be considered 

Access to/from two new parking lots needs to be described, could be 

confusing  

See Section 4.10, Transportation and 

Circulation, for the analysis of traffic 

impacts, including impacts to project 

changes in parking.   
Replacement parking locations should be clearly identified, some pose 

safety concerns because they are not visible from Main Street 

Loss of parking will negatively affect businesses 



TABLE A-1 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS ON NOP 

A-4 

 

Topic Area and Comments Where Addressed in Draft EIR 

Safety of existing Clay Street/Main Street intersection should be 

evaluated 

See Section 4.10, Transportation and 

Circulation, for the analysis of traffic 

impacts, including safety impacts.   

Curbs should be improved for accessibility (ADA) See Section 2.0, Project Description, for 

proposed crossing improvements and ADA 

compliance. 

Construction could cause transit delays as a result of lane closures  See Section 4.10, Transportation and 

Circulation, for the analysis of traffic 

impacts, including transit impacts.   

Backup from a signal would block access to businesses See Section 4.10, Transportation and 

Circulation, for the analysis of traffic 

impacts.   

Utilities 

Utility relocations should be evaluated See Section 2.0, Project Description, for 

information regarding potential utility 

relocations. 

Water Quality 

Storm drains should be watershed-friendly See Section 4.7, Hydrology and Water 

Quality, for an analysis of flooding and 

water quality impacts associated with the 

project. 

Various state and federal permits pertaining to water quality may be 

required 

Section 4.7, Hydrology and Water Quality, 

for information regarding water quality 

permits that would be applicable to the 

proposed project. 

Alternatives to Project 

Two alternatives (stop sign and signal) aren’t enough. More alternatives 

are needed and should have public review and input. 

See Section 6.0, Alternatives, for an 

evaluation of project alternatives, including 

alternatives suggested during the NOP 

scoping process. EIR should consider these alternatives:  

• Retain existing Clay Street alignment with bridge replacement 

• Widen Clay Street south of bridge only 

• Right turn only at Clay and no bridge replacement 

• No realignment, signal at Clay only 

• Roundabout (reconsider this as alternative) 

• Close the parking lot 

• Rehabilitate the bridge instead of replacing it 

• Close Clay Street to vehicle traffic and have pedestrian/bicycle 

only 

Other Concerns 

Quality of life will be affected Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 

15131(a), social and economic effects of a 

project are not treated as significant effects 

on the environmental. Thus, these issues 

are not addressed in the Draft EIR. 

Cost-benefit analysis should be done 
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